CONGRESSMAN KENDRICK B. MEEK
January 25, 2005

Prime Minister Gerard Latortue
Govermnment of Haiti

Bureau of the Prime Minister
Villa D'Accuiel

Bourdon

Port-au-Prince, Haiti (W.1.)
011-509-298-3900 FAX

Dear Prime Minister Latoriue:

| write to request that your government take whatever actions are necessary to allow
Haitian citizens living in the United States to vote in Haiti's upcoming national elections at a
consulate or other appropriate location in the United States. While some Haitians undoubtedly
would want to return home to vote, it is also likely that, for reasons of cost, family or work, others
would greatly benefit from having the option of casting their ballots in the United States.

In our conversations, you have often spoken about the importance of free elections in
Haiti to establish a permanent government and have those elections conducted this year. As
you know, there are over a quarter miilion Haitians who are U.S. legal residents living in the
United States. At present, voters must all return to Maiti to cast their bailots.

I am certain that you agree with me about the importance of ensuring the widest possible
participation in the elections. Haiti has just celebrated the 200™ anniversary of its independence
from France. Itis the second democracy in our hemisphere, with a long and proud history.
However, the present voting requirement works against full voter participation by placing a
heavy burden on Haitians living the United States. Surely, Haiti can join other democracies in
the world, including France, Ukraine, the Philippines, and even Iraq.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter | wrote to President Bush, urging him to provide Haiti
with the funding and administrative assistance necessary to allow Haitians living in this country
to vote in your elections. | am also enclosing a copy of a letter | wrote to United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan requesting his support and assistance.

However, the key is the willingness of your government to permit this change, in the
interests of making possible the widest possible voter participation in Haiti’s elections.

In the interest of full democratic participation by your citizens, | urge you to do whatever
is necessary to permit Haitians living in the United States to vote in the United States, rather
than having to return fo Haiti.



Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.
Sincerely yours,
KE:lRECK B. @EEK

Member of Congress
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